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ñThriving!ò That word characterizes the response of unions, and OFT members, 

since the US Supreme Court handed down the Janus v. AFSCME decision in June 

of 2018. In the February 2018 edition of our OFT Times, the article ñThe Power of 

Unionsò was about how unions are still relevant and strong. At that time, NYSUT 

members were realizing that the motto: ñEvery member; every dayò has real mean-

ing. The power of our unionôs organization, collective action, solidarity, and 

strength resulted in our outstanding victory over the NYS Constitutional Convention proposal. The 

article also explained how this victory was a positive sign that we were ready for whatever the Su-

preme Court and anti-education groups threw at us.  

 

Today, it is clear that unions have been emboldened - not beaten - by the decision. Now that labor un-

ions nationwide have a choice, they are choosing solidarity with union membership. Locally, OFT 

members are sticking with our union and, nationally, the news is even better. The AFT braced for the 

worst, expecting a potential 30% cut in revenue once public-sector workers were given the right to be 

freeloaders. Instead, the AFT has reported that it has actually added 88,500 members, which off-set 

the 84,000 ñagency fee payersò it had prior to the Janus decision. AFSCME reports that for every 

member lost since Janus in July 2018, they have added 7 new members. In addition, 310,000 former 

agency-fee payers have converted to full membership since 2014. 

 

Actions speak volumes! A spike in teacher union strikes around the country is clearly a consequence 

of the Janus decision. Recent strikes in LA, West Virginia, Oklahoma, Arizona and other locations 

have proven successful. Unions have awakened from the security of ñagency feeò legislation and re-

sponded in force. They are educating and organizing members at an increased pace and it is paying 

off.  

 

However, there are many legal challenges ahead. Many lawsuits have been filed to force unions to 

refund agency-fee payers retroactively. This would possibly bankrupt unions. (continued on page 8) 
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 OFT Additional Positions 

OFT Times Co-Editors-in-Chief: Jeanmarie Johnson, #9M and Brian Weinstein, #9M 

Grievance Chair: Frank Nappi, #7               Eyeglass Coordinator: Sue Frank, #9E 

VOTE COPE Coordinator: Amanda Iemma, #9E 

Public Relations/Outreach: Christine Blake-Jeremias, #8 

New Teacher Coordinator: Stephanie Bragman, #9M 

Maternity Leave Specialist: Heidi Burns, #8      Webmaster: Christine Sartory, #7                                                                                                                                     

OFT Affiliate Representatives 

Administrative Assistants: Michele Cadogan, #3      Monitors: Laurie Denson, #3 

Nurses: Sharon Hughes, #2 and Mary Beth Murphy, #7     Security: Tom Morreale, #7                        

Teacher Aides: Susanne Cavale, #9E, Natalie Esposito, #6, Donna Fulgieri, #7, Andrea Johnson, 

#9M , Roe Palette, #7, Michele Worley, #6 

Pre-K: Maria Cantone and Christina Peruffo, #6   Eyeglass Coordinator: Susanne Cavale, #9E 

OFTRC (OFT Retirees): oftrcmail@gmail.com Executive Committee/Board-Susan Henkus, Rita Kaikow, 

Sharonann Katcher, Debra Lebowitz, Roslyn Lorge, Lois Nevitt, Arlene Wegard and Bonnie Zebalese.  
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Former Oceanside Psychologist to Publish Her Third Book 
 

Retired School 8 psychologist, Dr. Laurie Zelinger, is thrilled that her newest book, titled Please Ex-

plain Tonsillectomy and Adenoidectomy to Me: A Complete Guide to Preparing Your Child for  

Surgery, is scheduled to be published this year.  

 

Written with her son, Perry Zelinger, MD, the book is a guide for parents to help explain tonsillectomy 

surgery to their young children, and how to cope with it themselves. The book is getting rave reviews 

and, at press time, is preparing for blog tour to 14 reviewers. 

Dr. Zelinger was polite enough to sit down with the OFT Times to tell us more about the book and 

her personal experience writing it.  

 

OFT TIMES: What inspired you to write this book? Was it something from your personal experience, 

or something that youôve heard from others that would inspire you to write about such a specific topic? 

 

D. Zelinger: I wrote the first edition of this book (which went by the title, The ñO Myò in TonsillectO-

MY and AdenoidectOMY when my son was undergoing the experience. I kept detailed notes about the 

process and would lend them to friends who asked to borrow them. Once the notes became so tattered, I 

rewrote them, and decided that they might be valuable to others beyond my immediate circle of friends. 

I searched for a publisher, and Loving Healing Press was receptive. They have since published two of 

my other books and in March will be releasing my very newest children's book, written with my hus-

band who is also a psychologist, about how to use 'Time Out' as a consequence. I have also written 

for American Girl, John Wiley & Sons and Guildford Press about specific childhood issues related to 

self-esteem, fears, phobias and anxiety. 

 

OFT TIMES: What would you say is the most effective advice a parent could give their child before 

undergoing a medical procedure?  

 

Dr. Z: Research says that when anxiety is high, people experience more pain with the feared event. 

Therefore, I would say that a systematic, thoughtful and careful preparation process is key. Our book, 

written with my son who is a medical doctor, gives timelines that will help a parent and child be in the 

best position to manage the experience before, during and after the surgery. 

 

OFT TIMES: Anxiety before a medical procedure is a universal experience. How is trying to prepare a 

child different from preparing an adult?  (continued on page 8)  

https://www.amazon.com/Please-Explain-Tonsillectomy-Adenoidectomy-Preparing/dp/1615994181
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On Monday, November 5th, the OFT hosted its 2nd annual Affili-

ate member social at EGP in Oceanside. Our OFT Affiliates members include 

security, aides, monitors, nurses, admin assistants, pre-k teachers and permanent 

substitute teachers. Thanks to Susanne Cavale, Roe Palette and Tom Morreale for 

their efforts in organizing this enjoyable event.  

In order to support the community in which we work and live, the OFT's annual 

Toy Drive provides aid to the Oceanside Community Service Center. This year, our  

members donated over $2000 in Kohl's gift cards, $1000 in Stop & Shop gift cards and 

of, course toys to help those in need in the Oceanside community.  
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Jared Stoler, 

#Castleton, and his 

wife Rosa welcomed 

baby Derek Nicholas 

on December 2nd, 

2018. He weighed in 

at  7 lbs. 6oz and 

19.5 inches long. 

Jaclyn Tobin, #5, 

and her husband Sean 

welcomed baby Sean  

Patrick on December 

1st, 2018. He 

weighed in at 7 lbs. 

3oz and 20 inches 

long. 

Stephanie Stagnitta, 

#7,  her husband Frank 

welcomed baby Aria 

Jade on January 5th, 

2019. She weighed in 

at 5 lbs 10.7 oz. and 

20.5 inches long 

Erin Gilrein-

Rosenkranz, #7, and 

her husband Danny 

welcomed baby Dylan 

Joseph on February 

3rd, 2019. He 

weighed in at 7 lbs. 

14oz. and 19.5 inches 

long. 

Kevin Carbonetti, #7, and 

his wife Margaret welcomed 

baby Peter James on Novem-

ber 23rd, 2018. He weighed 

in at 7 lbs. 13 oz. Big sister 

Claire and big brother Will 

absolutely love him! 

Lisa and Mike Comuniello, #7, 

along with big brother Jason and big 

sister Ava welcomed baby Jenna on 

December 5th, 2018. She weighed in 

at 6 lbs. 14 oz.  

Kristi Geissler, Castleton, and her 

husband Tim welcomed baby 

Kaydence Lynn on October 19th, 

2018. She weighed in at 7 lbs. 2 oz 

and 20.5 inches long. 

Mary LaVigna, #3 & 

9E, her husband Paul 

and big brother Joey 

welcomed baby Gianna 

Brooke on October 

24th, 2018. She 

weighed in at 5 lbs. 3oz 

and 18 inches long. 


