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My Dear Ladies and Gentleman,
As many of you know, I will be retiring in June after a wonderful 32 years in Oceanside. First
and foremost, I have adored teaching and have loved my students. It has been an honor and a
privilege that you have allowed me to serve as the President of this great union for a decade. I
woke up every morning excited to carry out the responsibilities of my office. The work has been
challenging but also rewarding, with the positive results of solidarity in action before me every day. The
OFT’s success on behalf of 800 members is the greatest accomplishment and satisfaction of my union life.
Thanks to the support and activism of so many members, we can certainly be pleased with all of the other
things that we have been able to accomplish together:
We have moved from engaging in loathsome contract disputes every 4 years to having 22
uninterrupted years of timely contract agreements. Labor peace is awesome.
In my tenure as President, we have moved up from having the 24th highest salary in the county to a
district that is presently in the top 1% of all school districts on Long Island.
We are the only district on Long Island to have no change in working conditions for 17 years. It will
be 22 years with the new contract. No extra time or responsibilities were added to our work day.
In these challenging times with a disastrous recession and a tax cap, we had only 4 jobs excessed in
the last 10 years and 2 of the teachers returned. Many districts lost dozens of jobs and programs.
We negotiated a great APPR plan which has yielded no ineffective or developing teachers.
There has been more member involvement in attending Board meetings and we’ve doubled attendance
at the OFT party in May.
We have not taken zeroes in our contract for 22 years, unprecedented in the state.

Continued on the last page...

President:
Riche Roschelle, #7
rroschelle@oceansideschools.org
Executive President:
Rob Pittman, #9M
rpittman@oceansideschools.org
Elementary Vice President:
Donna Gales, #2
dgales@oceansideschools.org
Middle School Vice President:
Mike Demarco, #9M
mdemarco@oceansidechools.org
High School Vice President:
Joshua Hickey, #7
jhickey@oceansideschools.org

OFT Officers
2016-2017

Affiliates Vice President:
Patricia Intrabartola, #7
pintrabartola@oceansideschools.org
Secretary:
Amy Brown-Rand, #9M
arand@oceansideschools.org
Treasurer:
Sue Frank, 9E
sfrank@oceansideschools.org
Membership and Welfare:
Marla Kilfoyle, #7
mkilfoyle@oceansideschools.org
Editor-in-Chief:
Christine Sartory, #7
csartory@oceansideschools.org

OFT Retirees at the End of the Year Party on May 13: Illy Herman, #7, Ronni Kaplan, #9M, Sue Fox, #2, Pauline Florio, #6, Debra
Diamond, #3, Bruce Fleisher, #9M, Maria Bowers, #9M, #7, Rob Pittman, #9M, Mariangela Bambino, #5, Rich Roschelle, #7, Richard
Woods, #7, Carol Krucher, #2, Nanci Treanor, #9M, Deb Werner, #2, Nancy Varthalamis, #2, Kathi Lismore, #6, Phyllis Luberti, #6
Michele Melillo, #7, Sue Villella, #9E, Susan Montifenese, #6
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Officers at the End of the Year Party: Donna Gales, Mike DeMarco, Jen Whyte, Rob Pittman, Riche Roschelle, Helen
Sofocli, Sue Frank (not Pictured: Josh Hickey and Vicki Trum)

OFT Officers 2017- 2018 School Year
President, Rob Pitman, #9M
Executive Vice President, Donna Gales, #2
Elementary Vice President, Jen Whyte, #9E
Welfare/Membership, Vicki Trum, #5
High School Vice President, Josh Hickey, #7
Middle School Vice President, Mike DeMarco, #9M
Recording Secretary, Amy Rand, #9M
Sue Frank, Treasurer, #9E
Affiliate Vice President, Helen Sofocli, #6
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End of the year Celebration
Once again, OFT members
came together to celebrate
another great year at Temple
Avodah on May 13. Members
throughout the district came to
say to farewell to our retirees
and to talk with members in
other buildings. Great friends
along with terrific food and
music made for a wonderful
party. Thanks to all who helped
with planning!
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Say No to a Constitutional Convention
By Riche Roschelle

This year New York State voters will have a
question on the November 7th ballot.
“Shall there be a constitutional convention to
revise the constitution and amend the same?”
Right now we have the constitutional right to
form and join a union. A constitutional
convention could wipe it off the books unless
convention delegates decide to put it back in.
And it would be a serious mistake to assume
they would. We all know labor unions - the
right to organize and bargain collectively- are
under attack! The best way to protect the
rights of working people in this state is to
defeat the referendum on the constitutional
convention next November 7th. Do not let
antipolitically connected delegates backed by
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anti-union billionaires rewrite the document
that guarantees your most basic rights. Vote
NO and urge your friends and family
members to do the same. The right to form
and join unions was not always guaranteed.
We must fight to protect that right. We must
protect our pensions that we have all been
promised.
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(Continued from cover)
Our union has developed excellent relationships with the Board of Education and
Administration; a deep mutual respect is present.
Settling 9 contracts for the next 5 years is another major accomplishment.
Ensuring a smooth transition will be one of my last responsibilities. Once that has been
accomplished, I can step aside, content that a new administration will be able to carry our
union to even greater heights than I have ever been able to do.
To all of my colleagues of the last 32 years, thanks to all of you! Those who are here now
and those who are not. Thanks to my mentors who gave me my education on Unionism:
Carol Ann Geraci, Don Murray, Leslie Krasnoff, Sue Sparber and Diane Reinhardt. My
gratitude runs deep. Life is based on different chapters, and I think I am ready to experience
the next one. The whole point of the world is transience. It happens. It happened. There is a
time to arrive and a time to move on.
Brothers and sisters, in these difficult times, it’s easy to find reasons to give up or turn
inward, to turn on each other. However, in these difficult times there are even more reasons
to hope – more reasons to believe that we can be the force to reclaim the American Dream –
for our members and for those we serve, our children. Teachers and unions are vital pistons
in the mighty engine that can help students succeed in the classroom and in their lives. This
is the greatest union because we have the greatest members. Always remember the union
keeps all of us strong.
And now a toast…To endings - and new beginnings.
In Solidarity,
Riche Roschelle

